The Stadium School #15
Youth Dreamers Syllabus and WELCOME!
Ms. Kristina and Ms. Sarah           2008-09

   Welcome to another exciting year as a Youth Dreamer!!
History:  The Youth Dreamers are a group of students who came together in March 2001 to make a positive change in the community.  We collectively decided to create a youth-run youth center in order to decrease the amount of violence among youth; provide a safe place for youth to get help with school work, make friends, and earn service-learning hours; and improve relationships between youth and adults in the community.

We have made a great deal of progress over the past seven years including being written into a federal bill by Senator Barbara Mikulski which earned us $70,000; researching and working to become a non-profit organization with the help of the University of Maryland’s Law Clinic; negotiating with Homestead United Methodist Church to purchase their old parsonage which will be converted into our youth center; soliciting the help of Penza + Bailey Achitects and Struever Bros. Eccles and Rouse who are currently working with us to design and renovate the building;  working with students at Stevenson University and Maryland Institute College of Art; running after school programs at the Stadium School; winning the State Farm Youth Leadership for Service-Learning Excellence and traveling to Albuquerque to accept it; and SO MUCH MORE!!  The attached flyer will give you much more information about our progress and accomplishments over the past seven years.  CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE:  www.youthdreamers.org. 

Course Overview:  This year’s foci will be working in the community, including planning and running two huge service days;  finishing renovations and getting ready to open the center; running after school programs; reading and responding to texts and films through writing, discussion, photography, art and drama; and keeping the nonprofit alive!  We will continue to volunteer at the Shepherd’s Clinic, a free health clinic located across the parking lot from our future youth center. Every Wednesday afternoon, two students walk over to the clinic to help with filing, answering phones, and more.  Students earn service-learning hours towards graduation for this work.  We will also visit My Sister’s Place once a month.  My Sister’s Place is a transitional shelter for women who are victims of abuse.  For three years, Youth Dreamers have been visiting the ladies to do an art project and serve lunch.  There are many opportunities to earn service-learning hours and to be employed to teach after school programs.  We are pleased to have artist Ms. Sarah McCann from Maryland Institute College of Art working with us!

Student Performance Goals and Objectives:  Please see the information attached. 
Grading Policy: Students will be graded on different assignments that they choose to complete, according to rubrics that match the assignments. Some of these will be completed individually and some will be completed in groups.  Some of these projects will extend after school (such as running after school programs) and some will take students out of the school and into the community for various meetings.  All students will keep a journal for reflections, monitoring service-learning hours, and responding to texts and films through writing, photography, and art.  The outcomes that will appear on report cards are:  Cooperation/Leadership (daily), Communication (oral, written, and visual), Art, Technology, and Problem Solving.  Projects in each area arise depending on what needs to happen to get the youth center open.  Because of this, please contact me for more details on the percentages of graded assignments. 
Homework Policy: Generally, students do not get homework on Project Day unless there is a project that was not completed during class.  However, students are encouraged to participate in meetings and planning sessions that occur after school and in the evenings with our partners. 

Classroom Expectations:  Students are expected to arrive on time, participate, show respect for others, and cooperate.  We are a family that works very hard TOGETHER to reach our dream ( Students must wear TSS uniforms on Wednesdays UNLESS they have an official YD tee shirt. Even with the YD tee shirt, students MAY not wear jeans. Sorry!

Teacher Contact Information: Please feel free to contact me at any time at 410-952-7003 or youthdreamer@hotmail.com 

Permission:  As the students continue to work on their goal, they may catch the attention of others who want to feature them!  In the past, we have been featured in videos and articles, interviewed on TV, been guests at City Council meetings, etc.  It is important that your child have permission to be photographed, videoed or quoted, and have his/her work products made public.  In addition, much of the work takes us out of the classroom and students need parental permission to drive with me or another adult (i.e. Stadium School staff member, Ms. Sarah, Mr. Mick of Whiskey Island Pirate Shop, SSYD Inc. board member).

Please sign the release form attached to give permission for the following:

· To be photographed/videoed during class time and special events

· To be interviewed and quoted for various articles, events, and videos

· To be driven to various events by Ms. Kristina or another responsible adult (PLEASE NOTE:  Every effort will be made to let you know in advance if your child is going on a trip during the school day.)

· To have writing, drawing, or other media produced by your child to be copied, used, reused, and/or published for inclusion in the Youth Dreamers, its  advertising, promotion, or other related purpose

· To have your child’s name included in Youth Dreamer information

· To have your child’s photos and work included in our website

· To walk to the Shepherd’s Clinic with one other student on various Wednesdays

Please note: There is a separate permission slip for The Freedom Writers Diary.

WE WELCOME YOU TO JOIN US ON WEDNESDAYS AND/OR 
AT EVENTS OUTSIDE OF SCHOOL!!!  
